EUROPEAN WATERWAYS
By George Chambers

HOLIDAY WORLD OF TRAVEL

The great way to tour Europe in 2008 is to cruise its rivers, lakes and inland seas, when you step on board for your European cruise you will experience a completely different culture to that which you are used to. With the help of APT Tours I will attempt to answer some of your questions and raise your awareness of these fantastic journeys through the heart of Europe.
Now that you have decided that a river, lake or inland sea cruise through Europe should be your next vacation, you need to decide which cruise option to choose. With the information that APT Tours gives you, it means you can relax in the knowledge that you've made the very best choice. 

The vessels today have set a new standard in European cruising and with new ships and new destinations you cruise in amazing, one-of-a-kind, comfort. Comfortable and elegant, they are part of a new generation of cruise ships, with state-of-the-art technology. These ships offer larger accommodations with hotel-style beds, private facilities, satellite television, and much more, including Internet access and even French balconies in some staterooms. You will enjoy a fitness centre, hair salon and massage services on board both ships. 

For the most enriching experiences for the land portion of your vacation, you can partner with one of the well known coach tour companies. With all of the   world-wide leaders in escorted travel and well known for their vast operational experience, you can rest assured that you'll be seeing the sights and traditions of Europe like a local. This partnership allows us to call on the resources of the various companies offices, which are located throughout Europe, to give support when and where it is needed. 

Not only do you cruise through Europe in comfort; you have the services of 

experienced local guides who will take you on sightseeing tours of wonderful towns and cities, plus you can spend the evening on shore, if the schedule permits. In addition to fascinating sightseeing on each of the many varied and wonderful itineraries, you can choose from a range of optional outings, and there's always time to make your own discoveries as well. Back on board, you'll enjoy interactive presentations with area experts, wine tastings, local entertainment, and more. Look on each cruise itinerary page to see the included features and special highlights listed for each vacation. 

You will enjoy fine dining whether you savour time-tested recipes or experiment more boldly with local cuisine you will certainly taste the true flavours of Europe. Meals can be enjoyed in the company of your travelling companions or quietly in your cabin and they will be a major part of your vacation experience. On all of the ships, you'll enjoy open seat dining with a choice of sittings, fine European wines available with all onboard dinners, and panoramic views from your restaurant. 

With quality hotels available in all of the boarding and dis-embarking itineraries, you will either begin or end your European experience with a stay on land in one of the famous continental cities. We understand the importance of hotel quality to your vacation; that's why any hotels included in your itinerary are rated first class (F) or above (SF). Look for the exact ratings on the itinerary pages. 

For unbeatable value we try to include all the main features of a destination before you travel ensuring you experience the best that each region has to offer without missing out on any of the main attractions, it also saves you carrying large sums of overseas funds around with you as you pay in NZ dollars before you go. It also means that at least some of your holiday spending remains in NZ?

With the assistance of APT Tours and our volume buying power we save you money and of course we handle all the logistics and details, leaving you free to relax and enjoy your cruise and tours. 

So let us look at these beautiful ships that you will travel on and the minute you step on board, you will know that you are in for a really great holiday. The gleaming interiors are but a preview of the light, airy feel and the spectacular views you'll enjoy on these modern, spacious vessels. And the friendliness and unsurpassed personal service of the English-speaking staff on board and on shore always make you feel welcome. 

The dining rooms, lounges and other recreation areas are spacious and airy with both the dining rooms and lounge’s offering panoramic views. The exercise room is outfitted with a range of equipment and they can accommodate many people, with a seriously good massage also offered. 

All staterooms feature spacious bathrooms, large closets, individual climate control, telephone, colour satellite TV, radio, safe and hair dryer 

Many staterooms are outside; some having picture windows and many have a balcony. There are a few cabins that have portholes, these being the cheaper end of the market. Of course, if you prefer an inside cabin then the last thing you have to worry about is the view!!! 

Beds may be configured as two twins or one queen or even bunks, there are some
connecting rooms available if required which makes travelling with either family or friends so much nicer. With these being very scarce you will really need to book very far in advance to ensure you get one.
The interior of the ship’s are non-smoking providing a pleasant ambience often ruined by other peoples second hand smoke. To cater for the smokers among us, there are sections on the upper decks to allow a smoking area that allows you to enjoy your cigarette with out spoiling it for others. 

You can relax at one of the many bars or in the various lounges, mingling with people from all walks of life and from a diverse range of cultures and countries.

You can also enjoy the onboard gift shop, hair salon and exercise room with the ever-present personal service from their English-speaking staff 

Open seat dining with one sitting is the norm onboard some ships and with the river cruise’s wine is also included with all onboard dinners so you can sit back, relax, enjoy the ever changing cuisine of many nationalities without having to worry about the bill at the end of the evening!  The wine waiters are very knowledgeable of the European wines on offer so it will not only be a pleasurable experience it will be a learning one to.

Coffee and tea are available throughout the day; a word to one of the staff ensures speedy personalised service in that typically European way. 

The decks are fitted with sheltered areas to protect you from the elements, ensuring you can enjoy the outside areas even in inclement weather.
In short, cruise and coach companies go to great lengths to ensure your holiday is a journey to remember. With pleasant memories of towns, villages and the cities of Europe and their peoples lingering in your mind long after you have returned home.  

CRUISE ITINERARIES

So just where can you cruise to and which countries can you experience?

There are numerous and very different and very special itineraries to choose from. Everything from a Special Christmas 6 night river cruise starting in Prague, then travelling in a Globus tours coach to Nuremberg where you join your cruise which will wander its way down to the main Danube Canal, then on down the Danube itself calling at Regensburg, Linz and several other towns and cities to end it the romantic city of Vienna.  This tour/cruise is also available in the other direction; both ways feature a Cocktail Reception, Welcome Dinner, and Captains Gala Dinner. 

There is also one sitting with open seating arrangements and quality wines from Europe’s most famous wine regions feature of course with every dinner.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ON BOARD


Air conditioning and Heating 

All rooms on the ships are air conditioned and heated. Both ships have individual controls in the staterooms. 

Beverages 

Coffee and tea are available free throughout the day from “early riser” breakfast through dinner. Wine or fruit juice is free with all dinners on board the ship. Sodas and other alcoholic beverages are available for an additional charge. 

Clothing 

Dress aboard and on shore is casual. Please bring comfortable walking shoes for sightseeing. Dinner attire is casual – open-neck shirts, slacks, dresses. Coats and ties may be worn. The Captain’s Welcome and Farewell Dinners are dressy, but not formal. 

Cruise Director 

A professional, experienced, English-speaking Cruise Director accompanies every departure. 

Cuisine 

All meals on board are prepared by European chefs and consist of European-style food adjusted for International tastes. There is a buffet breakfast, including a “hot station” where egg dishes will be cooked to order. The buffet lunch includes a choice of soups and main courses with appetizer, salad or sandwich and dessert. Dinner is a multi-course meal with choice of soups and entrées. 

Currency and Credit Cards 

Most of the countries you will be visiting use the Euro. Exceptions are Prague in the Czech Republic, Bratislava in Slovakia, and Budapest in Hungary, who all have their own currencies but where Euros are accepted in many establishments. Many locations accept major credit cards; however in small towns they are not widely accepted. In these cases and for incidentals or small vendors, you will need some local currency. ATM machines are located on shore at some stops. Prior to your departure, confirm with your bank that your ATM or credit card and PIN number will work abroad. All purchases on board are charged to your room account. The onboard currency is the Euro. U.S. currency and traveller’s cheques may be exchanged for Euro. For payment of shipboard accounts, Euro and US dollars are accepted as well as American Express, Visa, MasterCard and Diner’s Club. A fee is charged for the use of traveller’s cheques. Personal cheques cannot be cashed on board. 

Dining 

The dining room is a single sitting, open seating restaurant. You may sit at different tables for each meal if you wish to meet new fellow passengers. 

Electricity 

Electricity on board is 220v. The bathrooms have a dual 220v/110-120v plug for shavers and small appliances. You will need an adapter or converter to use in other outlets in the stateroom for any small personal items such as a razor, curling iron or alarm clock. 

Gratuities 

Gratuities on board and on land are not included in the cruise price. Tipping is a personal way to show your satisfaction for good service and is always appreciated. The suggested amount is 10 Euro per passenger per day, which will be distributed among the ship’s crew, plus two Euros per person per day for your Cruise Director. Additional tipping is at your discretion. It is recommended that tips be paid in cash, although if necessary, they may be charged to your credit card. 

Hair Dryers 

Both ships have hair dryers for passengers use; please ask at the reception deck if one is not in your stateroom. 

Laundry 

Laundry service is available on board for a modest fee. Check the price list in your stateroom. Clothes cannot be dry cleaned on board. For safety reasons, we ask that passengers do not iron their clothes in the staterooms; the laundry service will do pressing for a fee. 

Library 

You may check out books from the ship’s library free of charge. We ask that you return them before your cruise ends. 

Medical Services 

Due to the proximity to land, medical services can be called from shore rapidly. 


News 

The onboard daily newsletter features information about daily activities, shore excursions and tour departure times. 

Onboard Language 

The language on board is English. All staff, crew and tour guides speak English. All announcements and commentary will be in English. 

Onboard Shop 

Each ship has a shop area offering accessories, film, souvenirs and some select personal and toiletry items. 

Safes 

Both ships have in-room safes. 

Smoking 

Both ships have non-smoking interiors. Smoking is only permitted on the Sun or Sky Deck. 

Special Occasions 

Passengers celebrating special occasions, such as anniversaries or birthdays, should alert ship personnel upon boarding the ship. 

Telephones 

Each stateroom has a direct dial telephone which may be used to call between staterooms as well as to make ship to shore calls. Any charges are placed on your shipboard account. 


Television 

Each stateroom has colour satellite TV and will receive some English programming. There is a shipboard information channel and a channel with entertainment videos or movies. 

Your Shipboard Account 

For convenience, all purchases and paid services on board are billed with a guest check and added to your personal shipboard account. At the end of your cruise, you will receive a total which can be paid with cash or charged to a credit card.

APT GIVES YOU MORE VALUE


Accurate, detailed descriptions 

Read our descriptions and you’ll understand the true value of our vacations. The agenda for each day is spelled out so that you know exactly what is included in the price. Our descriptions are unusually specific. Sightseeing with local guides is clearly listed. Inside visits are spelled out in UPPERCASE. 

Optional activities during free time can be booked through your Cruise Director. Your pre-cruise Literature will specify cost and content of the optional highlights that may be offered. This enables you to budget accordingly before you leave home. 

Young Travellers 

These cruises are not recommended for children six years old and under because we’ve found that they are too young to enjoy these vacations. There are no special arrangements or activities for children on Avalon vacations. 

Single Room Supplement 

For single travellers who prefer the privacy of their own room and stateroom, single accommodation can, of course, be requested. Call for single room supplements. 

Extra Nights 

Extra hotel nights may be available on certain cruises, please check with your travel agent for details. 



